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01/31/2014 - UM Offers Free Tax Help For Low, Moderate Earners - UM School of Business Administration
01/28/2014 - UM President to Deliver Mid-Year Update - Rebecca Power
01/31/2014 - Nominate UM Students For Diversity Leadership Awards - Emily Ferguson-Steger
01/16/2014 - UM Study Finds Wolf Predation of Cattle Affects Calf Weight in Montana - Derek Kellenberg
01/30/2014 - UM Professor Named Finalist for Most Prestigious Animal Conservation Prize - Joel Berger
01/29/2014 - ‘Montana Journal’ Explores Ethnic Flavors - John Twiggs
01/29/2014 - UM Rural Institute Receives $4 Million Grant - Tracy Boehm
01/29/2014 - Missoula College Offers Free College Prep Classes for Veterans - Mary Opitz
01/28/2014 - Reading Scores Show Majority of Children Not Prepared for Future Success - Thale Dillon
01/28/2014 - Grants Available to Support Diversity - Nathan Dormitrovich
01/28/2014 - Grizzly Marching Band to Play Concert Feb. 1 in Dennison Theatre - Max Hill
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01/28/2014 - Visiting Scholar to Discuss Climate and Poverty Feb. 5 at UM - Gay Allison
01/28/2014 - UM President Visits Flathead and Mission Valleys on Fifth Stop of Outreach Tour - Rebecca
Power
01/27/2014 - Mansfield Center Launches Spring 2014 Lecture Series - Deena Mansour
01/27/2014 - Lecture Series Examines 50 Years of the 1964 Wilderness Act - Rachel James
01/24/2014 - Tickets on Sale for Merle Haggard Concert at UM - Tom Webster
01/24/2014 - Multimedia Drawing Installation Opens at UM Gallery of Visual Arts - Cathryn Mallory
01/24/2014 - Missoula College to Host Career Path Info Session for High School Students Feb. 4 - Kyle Pucko
01/23/2014 - UM Global Public Health Minor to Host Weekly Lecture Series During Spring Semester - Peter
Koehn
01/23/2014 - Super Grizzly Dip Planned for Feb. 15 at UM - Jennifer Zellmer-Cuaresma
01/23/2014 - UM Researchers Awarded Grant by NFL and GE to Forward Brain Research - Sarj Patel
01/22/2014 - UM Mansfield Library Celebrates African-American History Month - Susanne Caro
01/22/2014 - Pulitzer Prize Winner to Deliver Lecture at UM on Famous Leaks, National Security - Richard
Drake
01/22/2014 - UM Journalism Students Highlight Montana Businesses in MontanaPBS Program - Ray Ekness
01/21/2014 - UM Hosts Open Houses for Prospective Students - Karissa Drye
01/21/2014 - UM Schedules Registration Day for Transfer Students - Karissa Drye
01/21/2014 - KBGA College Radio to Hold Annual Radiothon Pledge Drive Feb. 9-15 - Kyle Verhovshek or
Matt Freeman
01/16/2014 - Montana’s Potential for Cycle Touring: An Untapped, Emerging Tourism Market - Norma
Nickerson
01/16/2014 - Lecture to Discuss Medical Overdiagnosis Slated for Jan. 23 at UM - Megan Twohig
01/14/2014 - Summer Program to Bring High School Students to UM to Explore Health Care Careers - Martha
Robertson
01/14/2014 - Fourth Annual MLK Read for Peace to Engage Nine Missoula-Area Schools - Brian Christianson
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01/09/2014 - UM Adds New Software That Reads Computer Screens Out Loud - Timothy McHenry
01/09/2014 - Study Shows Large Carnivore Numbers and Range Declining Worldwide - Winsor Lowe
01/08/2014 - Missoula College to Offer Online Computer Security Certificate - Perry Brown
01/07/2014 - Economic Outlook Seminar Headed To Nine Montana Cities - Christina Henderson
01/07/2014 - New COO Hired to manage Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana - David Forbes
01/03/2014 - Illusionist to Bring Magical Show to Dennison Theatre - Adrien Wingard
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UM Offers Free Tax Help For Low,
Moderate Earners
January 31, 2014
MISSOULA – People earning $50,000 or less can have their tax returns prepared for free every Saturday
through March 8 at the University of Montana.
The returns are completed by UM student volunteers under the direction of Kent Swift, an associate professor
in UM’s Department of Accounting and Finance, and Clem Lockman, a practicing Missoula CPA.
The service runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 209. All community members are
welcome. Appointments are not available, and the service is first-come, first-served.
Those using the service should bring:
Photo identification.
Social Security cards for you, your spouse and dependents and/or a Social Security Number verification
letter issued by the Social Security Administration.
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) assignment letter for you, your spouse and dependents.
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Birth dates for you, your spouse and dependents on the tax return.
Wage and earning statement(s) Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, from all employers.
Interest and dividend statements from banks (Forms 1099).
Tuition statement(s) (Form 1098-T) and University printout of tuition and scholarship amounts.
A copy of last year’s federal and state returns, if available.
Bank-routing numbers and account numbers for direct deposit.
Total paid to daycare provider and the daycare provider's tax identifying number (the provider's Social
Security Number or the provider’s business Employer Identification Number).
To file taxes electronically on a married-filing-joint tax return, both spouses must be present to sign the
forms.
Volunteers cannot complete returns with incomplete information, prior-year carryover and certain complications
involving schedules C, D, E, F and H.







Contact: UM School of Business Administration, 406-243-4831, .
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UM President to Deliver Mid-Year Update
January 28, 2014
MISSOULA – University of Montana President Royce Engstrom will deliver his Mid-Year Report at 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5, in the University Center Theater.
Engstrom will offer updates on University initiatives, accomplishments and finances. Questions will be taken
from the audience on these and other topics.
The event, which is scheduled from 4 to 6 p.m., is free and open to the public, and faculty, staff, students and
community members are encouraged to attend.
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Contact: Rebecca Power, assistant to the president, 406-243-2311, rebecca.power@mso.umt.edu.
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Nominate UM Students For Diversity
Leadership Awards
January 31, 2014
MISSOULA – The Diversity Advisory Council at the University of Montana invites the campus community to
nominate outstanding students for the DAC Student Achievement Awards. Nominations will be accepted
through Monday, March 3.
The awards honor students whose leadership promotes campus diversity. Nominations can be made online at
http://umt.edu/diversity/student-achievement-award/nominate.php.
“The Student Achievement Awards recognize students who help the University become more welcoming to all
groups and individuals,” said Juana Alcala, the DAC member overseeing the award program. “These students
help to create a diverse, dynamic learning environment at UM, and we are excited to honor them for their hard
work.”
Nominees must have attended UM for one full academic semester during the 2013-14 academic year and be in
good academic standing. Students may receive this recognition more than once. A DAC subcommittee
receives all nominations and selects students most worthy of the award.
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To nominate a student, describe in 200 words or less how he or she has demonstrated leadership, served as a
role model and contributed substantially to the ideals of diversity through academic, community, campus or
service projects.
The awards are presented each spring during a ceremony and reception sponsored by the UM president and
the vice president for student affairs. This year’s reception will be held from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 18,
in the University Center Ballroom.





Contact: Emily Ferguson-Steger, UM Diversity Advisory Council member, 406-243-6268,
emily.steger@mso.umt.edu.
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UM Study Finds Wolf Predation of Cattle
Affects Calf Weight in Montana
January 16, 2014
MISSOULA – A recent study by University of Montana faculty and graduate students found that wolf predation
of cattle contributes to lower weight gain in calves on western Montana ranches. This leads to an economic
loss at sale several times higher than the direct reimbursement ranchers receive for a cow killed by wolves.
The study found that wolves living on the landscape with cattle have no effect on herd weight, but once a
ranch has a confirmed wolf kill, average calf weight decreases relative to if that ranch had not experienced a
wolf depredation.
“Ranchers have been saying for years that wolves cause weight loss in cattle, but nobody ever had done any
research on the topic,” said Derek Kellenberg, a co-author on the study and UM associate professor and chair
of the Department of Economics.
Kellenberg worked with UM Associate Professor Mark Hebblewhite from the Wildlife Biology Program and
graduate students Joseph Ramler and Carolyn Sime. The Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks also
cooperated on the study, which analyzed data from ranches in western Montana, including 15 years of records
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on ranch husbandry, satellite-generated climatological data, spatial data on wolf pack locations and confirmed
depredations on 18 ranches.
The study quantifies the economic impact of weight loss after a confirmed wolf kill for an average ranch
consisting of 264 head of calves. It finds that a decrease of 22 pounds in the average weight of calves across
the herd implies a $6,679 loss at sale for an affected ranch.
“When you compare that to the direct reimbursement of the cow that was killed – about $900 on average –
these indirect costs are about seven-and-a-half times the direct cost of depredation,” Kellenberg said.
The study notes that while the economic impact of lower herd weights caused by wolf depredation is not
insignificant to ranchers, other ranch-specific husbandry practices and climatological and environmental
variables such as annual precipitation, average temperature and snowfall explain a much larger proportion of
variance in calf weight over the years than do wolf affects. In fact, these other factors explain the vast majority
of the accounted-for variation in annual calf weights.
The study started as a senior thesis by then-undergraduate student Ramler, collecting data from public cattle
auction records. When he decided to pursue a master’s in economics from UM, the group started collecting and
analyzing data from a survey of individual western Montana ranchers.
Kellenberg hopes the study will help inform policymakers and ranchers as they work on issues related to wolf
management.
“This study helps quantify some of the indirect costs that have not previously been accounted for,” he said.
The study was published Jan. 10 in the American Journal of Agricultural Economics and is titled “Crying Wolf?
A Spatial Analysis of Wolf Location and Depredations on Calf Weight.” For more information visit
http://www.cas.umt.edu/econ/, call Kellenberg at 406-243-5612 or email derek.kellenberg@mso.umt.edu.
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Contact: Derek Kellenberg, associate professor and chair of the UM Department of Economics, 406-243-5612,
derek.kellenberg@mso.umt.edu.
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UM Professor Named Finalist for Most
Prestigious Animal Conservation Prize
January 30, 2014
MISSOULA – University of Montana wildlife conservation Professor and John J. Craighead Chair Joel Berger
has been named a finalist for the 2014 Indianapolis Prize, the world’s leading award for animal conservation.
Selected from 39 nominees, Berger is one of six scientists in the running for the $250,000 prize, which
recognizes outstanding achievements on behalf of the world’s most endangered species.
“I’m stunned to be considered along with
these distinguished conservation scientists for the prestigious Indianapolis Prize,” Berger said. “It’s obviously
great to receive recognition, but it’s not the acknowledgement that matters. In the end, it’s about what is
achieved that counts.”
Berger has addressed questions about how large iconic mammals survive and how to improve their
conservation in natural systems in geographies as different as Asia, Africa and North America. The broad
scope of his work includes social behavior and ecology of wild horses; behavioral and demographic
consequences of horn removal in African rhinos; effects of predator reintroduction on prey species and on the
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structure of vertebrate communities; long-distance migration and how to protect migration corridors; effects of
climate change in the Arctic on demography and persistence of musk oxen; and conservation of large
mammals in Bhutan, Tibet and Mongolia.
As a senior scientist in the Wildlife Conservation Society, Berger led the creation of America’s first federally
sanctioned wildlife migration corridor, the Path of the Pronghorn, in Wyoming's Yellowstone Ecosystem. Berger
achieved this victory by working with stakeholders, including ranchers, oil and gas companies, local county
officials, Wyoming’s governor and federal agencies.
“Joel and the other finalists are among the most important wildlife conservationists working in the field today,”
said Michael Crowther, president and CEO of the Indianapolis Zoo, which initiated the Indianapolis Prize as
part of its core mission. “They are achieving real victories in saving animal species, creating hope and outlining
a path for generations of conservationists around the world to follow.”
The winner of the Indianapolis Prize will receive an unrestricted $250,000 cash award and the Lilly Medal, an
original work of art that signifies the winner's contributions to conserving some of the world’s most threatened
animals. The remaining five finalists each will receive $10,000. The winner will be announced mid-2014 and
honored at the Indianapolis Prize Gala in September in Indianapolis. 
For more information call Berger at 208-351-5124 or email joel.berger@mso.umt.edu.
###
Photo: UM Professor and Wildlife Conservation Society Biologist Joel Berger, pictured in the Gobi Desert in
Mongolia, is a finalist for the 2014 Indianapolis Prize, the world’s leading award for animal conservation. (Photo




Contact: Joel Berger, John J. Craighead Chair and professor, UM Wildlife Biology Program, 208-351-5124,
joel.berger@mso.umt.edu.
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‘Montana Journal’ Explores Ethnic Flavors
January 29, 2014
MISSOULA – Montana’s population is not as diverse as most other states, but its food choices certainly are.
“Montana Journal: Ethnic Flavors” explores this topic at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, on MontanaPBS.
Seniors in the University of Montana Department of Radio-Television produced the program, which shares the
stories of five ethnic restaurants across the state and the people who bring their menus to life. Each restaurant
faces challenges in a highly competitive business while assimilating in a different culture.
In Bozeman, a husband and wife blend their talents to bring authentic Iraqi food to the Gallatin Valley. They
use family recipes to add a bit of the Middle East to Montana. An immigrant from India helped fill a void on the
Billings menu by offering Indian cuisine and culture.
A hard-working woman from Thailand took a huge risk in starting her own restaurant, but loyal customers in
Missoula are glad she did. She has become a shining example of a successful family-run business. The show
also makes a stop in Dillon to sample original Mexican food served in a unique location, and it visits St.
Ignatius for a bit of Native American food.
###
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Contact: John Twiggs, MontanaPBS producer, 406-243-4640, john.twiggs@mso.umt.edu.
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UM Rural Institute Receives $4 Million
Grant
January 29, 2014
MISSOULA – Researchers at the University of Montana will develop new techniques to improve health,
employment and participation in community life for people with disabilities living in rural settings through a new
five-year, $4.38 million grant from the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research.
The Rural Institute’s Research and Training Center on Disability in Rural Communities has served people with
disabilities for more than 25 years. Through this new grant, the center will conduct 10 new research projects
over the next five years.
“This award marks a major advance in our understanding of living in rural communities,” said Tom Seekins,
director of the Research and Training Center. “We will develop new methods and measures to study the places
where we live, how those places affect the quality of our lives and how we can use that knowledge to improve
our communities.”
Researchers will contribute to improving health systems policy and service delivery by analyzing who moves to
small towns, where they come from, who leaves and who returns, what services are available, and the
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relationship between these issues. The center also will continue to provide training and technical assistance
through its award-winning programs of health promotion, self-employment and transportation.
Through the UM Rural Institute Center for Excellence in Disability Education, Research and Service,
researchers work to enhance the quality of life for people with disabilities, especially those living in Montana
and other rural areas across the country. The institute is part of the national network of University Centers for
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities.
The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research is a component of the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services.







Contact: Tracy Boehm, knowledge translation director, UM Rural Institute, 406-243-5741,
tracy.boehm@mso.umt.edu.
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Missoula College Offers Free College
Prep Classes for Veterans
January 29, 2014
MISSOULA – Missoula College University of Montana will offer free college preparation noncredit classes for
qualified veterans through the Montana Veterans Upward Bound program during February and March. The
courses are designed to help veterans brush up on basic skills in small, supportive groups.
Courses offered include computers, math and writing. An orientation and graduation with free refreshments will
be offered, and students don’t need to be enrolled in Missoula College or UM to attend courses. Classes begin
Feb.10 and run through March 26. No classes will be held on Feb. 17 in honor of President’s day. Online
classes are also available, and most programs are eligible for GI Bill.
To register for one or more classes visit http://www.vubmt.com  and click on “future students” tab on the left
side of the page. On the next page, click on the “admissions application” tab, complete the form and then hit
the “Submit Form,” located on the top right side of the form. A Veterans Upward Bound, (VUB) staff member
will contact you to follow up on your admissions application.
For more information call 1-877-356-VETS or visit http://www.vubmt.com.
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Contact: Mary Opitz, Ed2Go and Veterans Upward Bound coordinator, Missoula College UM, 406-243-7812,
mary.opitz@umontana.edu.
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Reading Scores Show Majority of Children
Not Prepared for Future Success
January 28, 2014
MISSOULA – According to new KIDS COUNT data, low reading scores for children may mean the country will
not have enough skilled workers for an increasingly competitive global economy by the end of this decade.
The data, provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation in the report “Early Reading Proficiency in the United
States,” finds that a majority of children in the U.S., including in Montana, are not reading proficiently by the
time they reach fourth grade, which is a key predictor of a student’s future educational and economic success.
“Reading is critical for all children,” said Ralph Smith, senior vice president of the Casey Foundation and
managing director of the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading. “We must do more to improve reading proficiency
among all kids while focusing attention on children in lower-income families who face additional hurdles of
attending schools that have high concentrations of kids living in poverty.”
The report finds that in Montana, 65 percent of children are not reading proficiently upon entering fourth grade,
and that the proficiency gap between students from higher- and lower-income families shows no signs of
closing. Nationwide, that gap actually is growing wider.
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According to Thale Dillon, director of Montana KIDS COUNT in the Bureau of Business and Economic
Research at the University of Montana, fourth grade is a turning point in a child's education, and research has
shown that when children don't meet that benchmark, they struggle to graduate from high school and face
lower earnings as adults.
“Those successes in future adults don't just affect the individual, they affect the whole state and even the entire
country,” Dillon said.
Should the current trend of low reading-proficiency scores continue, by 2020 the majority of new American
workers may be under-prepared to enter a competitive workforce.
The latest data show that the largest disparities in reading proficiency exist not only among economic classes,
but in certain racial minorities, including American Indian/Alaska Native and Hispanic/Latino children. Dual-
language learners, who are the driving force behind the country’s demographic change, are among the least
likely to reach proficiency by fourth grade.
“All states need to do whatever it takes to get all kids ─ especially in populations that are struggling ─ on track
with this milestone,” Smith said. “As the nation continues to become more racially diverse, the low reading-
proficiency scores of children of color are deeply concerning for the nation’s long-term prosperity.”








Contact: Thale Dillon, director, Montana KIDS COUNT, UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 406-
243-5113, thale.dillon@umontana.edu.
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January 28, 2014
MISSOULA – The University of Montana Diversity Advisory Council offers grants of up to $1,000 to support
events and activities that promote various diversity causes.
DAC invites students group, faculty and staff to submit proposals for funding consideration. Events must
promote and enrich diversity and affect both the campus and Missoula communities. Groups who submit
proposals must have sought and received partial funding from other sources. Proposals that demonstrate
collaboration among students, faculty and staff are highly encouraged.
Proposals will be reviewed by the UM Diversity Advisory Council (http://www.umt.edu/diversity), and recipients
and nonrecipients will be notified as quickly as possible.
Groups may submit proposals online at http://life.umt.edu/diversity/minigrant.php. There is no deadline to apply,
but groups are encouraged to apply early to maximize their opportunities for funding. For more information call
Nathan Dormitrovich at 406-243-2851 or e-mail nathan.domitrovich@mso.umt.edu.
###
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Grizzly Marching Band to Play Concert
Feb. 1 in Dennison Theatre
January 28, 2014
MISSOULA – The University of Montana Grizzly Marching Band will play a concert, their final performance of
the season, for Missoula audiences at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 1, in the George and Jane Dennison Theatre.
Created by UM Marching Band Director Kevin Griggs and organized by student leaders, “Stadium Echoes” will
showcase the band’s yearlong performances. Tickets cost $11 for the general public, $6 for seniors and $5 for
students. They can be purchased at the door, at the UMArts Box Office or online at
http://tickets.umtheatredance.org/ by clicking on the Student Ensemble Series page.
“In keeping with the high-energy atmosphere of a sporting event, we will have guest appearances by Monte
and the UM Dance Team, who perform with us during the regular season,” said Max Hill, Grizzly Marching
Band drum major and one of the event’s organizers.
Featured music includes that of James Bond films, swing and rock music and superhero movie tunes. Students
also will perform the stand music that is played between downs at the Grizzly football games.
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For more information about the event, visit https://www.facebook.com/events/1378791752365415/. For more
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Poverty Feb. 5 at UM
January 28, 2014
MISSOULA – Environmental scholar Diana Liverman will deliver a lecture titled “Climate and Poverty:
Connections and Contradictions” at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, in the University Center Theater at the
University of Montana. The lecture is free and open to the public, and light refreshments will be served.
Liverman co-directs the Institute of the Environment at the University of Arizona and is a Regents Professor in
the UA School of Geography and Development. In her lecture, she will discuss the connections between
poverty and vulnerability to climate extremes. Throughout the world, the poor often suffer most from heat
waves, droughts and severe storms.
She also will share information on how poverty’s decline across the world can reduce vulnerability but may also
result in increases in greenhouse gas emissions as incomes rise; and how responses to climate change can
have both negative and positive impacts on poor and otherwise marginalized populations.
The presentation will include Liverman’s ideas on how we can reduce the risks of climate change through
controlling the growth of greenhouse gases while providing energy, jobs and food to the poor, and how
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adaptation projects can address the needs of low-income populations across the world.
Liverman has co-written or edited seven books and more than 100 journal articles and book chapters. She is
the recipient of the Royal Geographical Society’s Founders Gold Medal and the Distinguished Scholarship
Award of the Association of American Geographers for her contributions to understanding the human
dimensions of global environmental change. Her research focuses on the human and social dimensions of
environmental issues, including vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, environmental change and food
security, and international climate and environmental policy.
This lecture is sponsored by the Montana Institute on Ecosystems, a multi-institutional community dedicated to
understanding complex ecosystems and the interconnectedness of people and nature.
For more information visit http://www.montanaioe.org, call Montana IoE Program Manager Gay Allison at 406-
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Valleys on Fifth Stop of Outreach Tour
January 28, 2014
MISSOULA – University of Montana President Royce Engstrom heads to the Flathead and Mission valleys as
part of the “We are Montana” tour of the state. Engstrom and other senior UM leaders will travel to seven
towns Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 3-4, to meet with and listen to educators, alumni, students, legislators and
community members.
“These valleys are almost in UM’s backyard, so it’s vitally important we work to strengthen our connections with
the people we serve there,” Engstrom said. “We always work to improve our connections with all Montanans
across this great state and share the stories of our outstanding students, faculty and alumni. This outreach tour
will help us achieve those goals.”
The fifth leg of the tour travels to St. Ignatius, Ronan, Pablo, Polson, Kalispell, Whitefish and Columbia Falls.
Engstrom is scheduled to meet with leaders at S&K Technologies in St. Ignatius, and plans to meet with Salish
Kootenai College President Robert DePoe III in Pablo.
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University officials aim to visit numerous high schools on this leg of the tour, including Ronan High School and
Polson High School on Monday, Feb. 3, and Kalispell Glacier High School, Kalispell Flathead High School,
Columbia Falls High School and Whitefish High School on Tuesday, Feb. 4. 
Prior legs of the president’s “We are Montana” tour stopped in 19 towns. Engstrom is scheduled to visit
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Lecture Series
January 27, 2014
MISSOULA – The Mansfield Center at the University of Montana has announced its Spring 2014 Brown Bag
Lecture Series for the community. The lectures reflect the Center’s mission to promote an understanding of
Asia, public affairs and ethics.
All sessions will be held from 12:10 to 1 p.m. unless otherwise noted. The lectures are free and open to the
public. The schedule follows:
Wednesday, Feb. 5: “Caucasian, Muslim and Chinese: Uyghur Culture in China,” Ali Fu Jiang Haimiti,
Uyghur graduate student at Michigan State University, University Center Room 333.
Tuesday, Feb. 11: “Higher Education in Vietnam:  A Fulbright Scholar’s Views of Their Achievements and
Challenges,” Teresa Sobieszczyk, director of UM’s International Development Studies Program and
associate professor of sociology, University Center Room 333.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20: “Within the Margin of Error: Why Campaigns Still Matter,”
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David Parker, Montana State University associate professor of political science, University Center Rooms
332-333.
 Wednesday, March 5: “Sustainability for People Without a Country; Karen Refugee Agriculture in
Thailand,” Josh Slotnick, UM Environmental Studies Program lecturer and PEAS Farm director, Mansfield
Center Conference Room.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 11: “Apostles of Reason: The Crisis of Authority in American
Evangelicalism,” Molly Worthen, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill assistant professor of history,
University Center Rooms 330-331.
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 18: “Why Place Matters: Geography, Identity and Civic Life in
Modern America,” Wilfred M. McClay, University of Oklahoma G.T. and Libby Blankenship Chair in the
History of Liberty, University Center Rooms 326-327.
Wednesday, April 9: “Afghan Women and Children: Silent Victims of Human Trafficking,” Shaima
Khinjani, lead instructor and adjunct professor at the Defense Critical Language and Culture Program at
the UM Mansfield Center, University Center Rooms 326-327.
Wednesday, April 23: “China’s Maritime Disputes and the Prospects for Further Confrontation,” Owen
Sirrs, adjunct professor of culture and regional studies at the Defense Critical Language and Culture
Program at the UM Mansfield Center, University Center Room 333.
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Lecture Series Examines 50 Years of the
1964 Wilderness Act
January 27, 2014
MISSOULA – The establishment of wilderness areas, the conceptual evolution of wilderness and the future of
wilderness will be explored in the 33rd annual Wilderness Institute Lecture Series at the University of Montana.
The series, “Room to Roam: 50 Years of Wilderness Policy, Practice, Protection and Passion,” is sponsored by
the UM College of Forestry and Conservation Wilderness Institute. It will feature speakers who include
legislators, activists, federal and state government officials, scientists, tribal representatives, authors and
adventurers.
The lectures are free and open to the public. They will be held from 7:10 to 8:30 p.m. each Tuesday Jan. 28-
April 8 in Gallagher Business Building Room 122.
The schedule is as follows:
Jan. 28: “Montana’s Wilderness: A 35-year Dilemma,” Pat Williams, former Montana congressman.
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Feb. 4: “Can We Keep Wilderness Wild? The Future of Science, Research and Management on our
Public Lands,” Kevin Hood, wilderness manager, USDA Forest Service Alaska Region and Andrew
Larson, UM forestry professor.
Feb. 11: “Wilderness: Where We Have Come From and Where We are Going,” Hal Herring, award-
winning journalist, writer and editor.
Feb. 18: “Getting Beyond Rock and Ice, Prairie Wildlands and the Next 50 Years of Conservation Under
the Big Sky,” panelists Rick Potts, Charles M. Russell NWR refuge manager; Cameron Sapp, Montana
Wildlands Association prairie wildlands outreach coordinator; and Hugo Turek, Montana rancher.
Feb. 25: “Human Spirit and Wilderness: A Personal Story of Wilderness Passion,” Gloria Flora, director
and founder of Sustainable Obtainable Solutions and former USDA Forest Service Region 1 supervisor.
March 4: Public address on Forest Service wilderness areas by U.S. Forest Service Chief Thomas
Tidwell.
March 11: “The Real People’s Lands: Tribal Wilderness, Indigenous Lands and Their Future,” wilderness
managers, advocates and local tribal leaders.
March 18: “Wilderness Strategies in the 21st Century,” panelists George Nickas, Wilderness Watch
director; Peter Aengst, The Wilderness Society Northern Rockies Program director; and Martha Williams,
UM assistant professor of law and former deputy solicitor of the division of parks and wildlife for the U.S.
Department of the Interior.
March 25: “Mountains and Rivers are Myself Turned Inside-Out: Tales of the Wild,” David James Duncan,
author, essayist, fly-fisher, public speaker and river guardian.
April 8: “Keeping it Wild in the 21st Century: Wilderness for a New Generation,” UM students, mentors
and program coordinators.
For more information on the lecture series, call Rachel James, interim assistant to the director, at 406-243-






Contact: Rachel James, interim assistant to the director, UM Wilderness Institute, College of Forestry and
Conservation, 406-243-6916, wi@cfc.umt.edu.
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Tickets on Sale for Merle Haggard
Concert at UM
January 24, 2014
MISSOULA – Tickets for the Merle Haggard concert at the University of Montana are now on sale. The concert
will be at 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27, in the George and Jane Dennison Theatre. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets cost $49.50 and $64.50 for different levels, plus applicable fees. They can be purchased online at
http://www.griztix.com, by phone at 406-243-4051 or 888-MONTANA, and at all GrizTix outlets, including
Worden’s Market, Southgate Mall, MSO Hub, The Source in the University Center and the Adams Center Box
Office.
Haggard has been one of America’s favorite country performers since the mid-1960s. His hits include
“Carolyn,” “(My Friends Are Gonna Be) Strangers” and “Okie from Muskogee.” He has won three Grammy
Awards, six Country Music Association Awards and 13 Academy of Country Music Awards. He was inducted
into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 1994.
For more information call Dennison Theatre Director Tom Webster at 406-243-2853 or email
thomas.webster@mso.umt.edu.
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Multimedia Drawing Installation Opens at
UM Gallery of Visual Arts
January 24, 2014
MISSOULA – A new exhibit of large-scale, three-dimensional drawings and installations using nontraditional
materials and digital media will be featured at the University of Montana Gallery of
Visual Arts. “Phobic,” by Denver
artist Sarah Rockett, will be on display Feb. 6-March 5 in the gallery, located on the first floor of the Social
Science Building.
The artist will present a lecture on her work, sponsored by the UM School of Art Jim and Jane Dew Visiting
Artist Fund, at 5:10 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, in Social Science Building Room 356. A reception for the artist will
follow the lecture from 6 to 7 p.m. in the gallery. All events and the exhibition are free and open to the public.
“Phobic” explores how fear operates within the relationships between the individual, the collective and others in
American culture. The artist states that “fear is perpetuated by routine social interactions that purposely devise
invisible barriers, segregating individuals from unknown people, places and situations.”
Rockett’s multimedia approach to her work can best be characterized as drawings in space that are heavily
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invested in the formal elements of line and mark making. Both figurative and abstract forms are created with
benign, everyday materials such as wire, hot glue, plastic sheeting, tubes and insulation foam. The
juxtaposition of menacing textures along with common materials prompts the viewer to re-examine the validity
of fear.
In addition to her exhibit in the Gallery of Visual Arts, the artist will be working with students in the School of Art
Student Gallery, located on the second floor of the Fine Arts Building, to create a collaborative installation.
Rockett earned her Master of Fine Arts degree from Colorado State University, Fort Collins, and currently is an
adjunct instructor at Metropolitan State University of Denver and Front Range Community College in
Westminster, Colo.
The Gallery of Visual Arts is open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and Mondays are available




Rockett01: Stranger Danger, (detail), 2012, latex, wire, hot glue, candle gel, glass jars, dimensions variable.
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Session for High School Students Feb. 4
January 24, 2014
MISSOULA – Missoula College University of Montana will host an information session for high school students
on dual credit and career pathways from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 4, at the Missoula College South
Campus Room HB01, located at 909 South Ave. W.
Admissions representatives and MC Pathways Coordinator Donna Bakke will deliver a short overview of how
high school junior and seniors can prepare for college and careers while still in high school.
Students, parents and anyone interested in hearing more are welcome to attend the free session. Pizza and
refreshments will be served. Registration is available online at http://mc.umt.edu/registration/make_a_change/
or by calling Bakke at 406-243-7902.
“Participants will gain access to challenging new learning opportunities and learn how to earn credits that
demonstrate to college admission departments that students are prepared for college-level study,” said Kyle
Pucko, MC marketing and recruiting coordinator.
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The session will help participants transition into a chosen career by teaching them how to establish an
educational plan; use articulated credit and dual enrollment; and demonstrate access to experiential learning,
relevant course work, leadership opportunities and lifelong learning. 
For more information call Pucko at 406-243-7888, email kyle.pucko@mso.umt.edu; call Bakke at 406-243-
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Semester
January 23, 2014
MISSOULA – The University of Montana minor in global public health will host a weekly lecture series featuring
Montana health care practitioners and professionals. “Global Health in the Global South: Montana’s Mountains
Beyond Mountains” will introduce health care issues facing the world from an interdisciplinary perspective.
UM political science Professor and Fulbright New Century Scholar Peter Koehn organized the lecture series,
which he said was inspired by the newly established minor in global public health and the campus presentation
made last fall by Tracy Kidder, author of the UM First-Year Reading Experience book “Mountains Beyond
Mountains.”
The book traces the life and work of physician and anthropologist Dr. Paul Farmer, with particular focus on his
work fighting tuberculosis in Haiti, Peru and Russia. The speakers in the lecture series have made
contributions to global health in ways that evoke the work of Farmer and Partners in Health, the global health
organization he co-founded.
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“What I realized is that there is an amazing group of Montana professionals who are contributing in important
and often unnoticed ways to advancing health around the world,” Koehn said. “This series provides an
opportunity to showcase their work for students and members of the western Montana community.”
The lectures will include insights from medicine, epidemiology, nursing, anthropology, biology, cardiology,
ophthalmology, political science, community-health planning and ethics. They will be held from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Mondays, Jan. 27-May 5, in Gallagher Business Building Room 106. This series is free and open to the
public.
The schedule is:
Jan. 27: “Global Health in the Global South: Montana’s Mountains Beyond Mountains, Lecture Series
Introduction and Overview,” Koehn, Ph.D.
Feb. 3: “Global Health: The Big Issues,” Dr. Tom Bulger, St. Patrick Hospital.
Feb. 10: To be announced.
Feb. 24: “Global HIV/AIDS,” Dr. Nancy Fitch, Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation.
March 3: “Emergence of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) – Evoking of
SARS at the 10th Anniversary,” Dr. Heinrich Feldmann, National Institutes of Health/National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases.
March 10: “The Orbis Flying Eye Hospital: Capacity Building in the Global South,” Dr. Brian Sippy, Rocky
Mountain Eye Center.
March 17: “Maternal and Infant Mortality in Low-Income Countries,” Dr. Gevevieve Reid, Global Midwife
Education Foundation.
March 24: “Improving Road Safety in Developing Countries,” Dr. John Miller, Family Medicine Residency
of Western Montana.
April 7: “15 in this Minute: Addressing Childhood Mortality, Aid Equity and the Social Determinants of
Health,” Michele Sare, registered nurse, Journal of International Nursing.
April 14: “Transmigrant Health in a World of Permeable Borders: Place, Access and Transnational
Competence,” Koehn.
April 21: “How International Experiences as Students Led to an Interest in Pursuing Family Medicine as a
Career,” Dr. Nerissa Koehn and others.
April 28: “The Epidemiology of Tick-borne Relapsing Fever,” Tom Schwan, Ph.D, Rocky Mountain
Laboratories, NIH/NIAID.
May 5: “Heart Disease and the Children of Ethiopia: Nurture and Nature,” Dr. Joe Knapp, The
International Heart Institute of Montana.
No lectures will be held on Feb. 17 and March 31. For more information call Koehn at 406-243-5294,
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Contact: Peter Koehn, professor, UM Department of Political Science, 406-243-5294,
peter.koehn@umontana.edu; Jamie Ryan Lockman, lecture series coordinator, 406-546-6572,
jamie1.lockman@umconnect.edu.
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UM
January 23, 2014
MISSOULA – The 15th annual Super Grizzly Dip will take place at the University of Montana Oval at noon
Saturday, Feb. 15. The fun event benefits local Special Olympics athletes, many of whom will participate in the
plunge.
Registration check-in starts at 10:30 a.m. at the Oval. The Pre-Plunge Party begins at 11:30 a.m., and the
plunge kicks off at noon.
The event is open to all. Those who choose not to plunge still can be a part of the fun. Simply register as a
“chicken” and raise pledges and receive incentives just like a regular plunger.
To register or for more information, visit http://www.somt.org/events/plunge. Participants are encouraged to
collect tax-deductible pledges from friends and family. There is a $100 donation minimum per plunger. UM
students with a valid Griz Card can plunge for $50. Checks should be made to Special Olympics.
The Super Grizzly Dip primarily is organized, promoted and conducted by law enforcement through their
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
Super Grizzly Dip Planned for Feb. 15 at UM - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2014/01/012314dipp.php[1/22/2018 2:02:19 PM]
affiliation with Law Enforcement Torch Run® to benefit Special Olympics Montana. Neptune Aviation Servicesis
the premier sponsor for this event. Year-round sponsors include the Montana Police Protective Association as
the Premier Law Enforcement sponsor and Town Pump as the Premium Mission Sponsor. Their partnerships
have ensured the success of the plunge for many years.
More than 2,000 athletes from 65 Montana communities participate in local, area and state sports competitions
that train athletes for life and build communities of acceptance, respect and inclusion. As a volunteer-driven
movement, nearly 4,000 Montanans help organize and host local-, area- and state-level competitions and other
program services. As a year-round program, there is no off season. Five Valley’s Area Special Olympics takes
a particular interest in providing opportunities to these athletes on a local level. 
As a 501(c)3 charitable nonprofit organization, Special Olympics Montana is funded primarily through the
generosity of individuals, organizations and businesses across the state.  Public support is essential. For more





Contact: Jennifer Zellmer-Cuaresma, athletic academic adviser, UM Athletic Academic Services, 406-243-
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and GE to Forward Brain Research
January 23, 2014
MISSOULA – Athletes, members of the military and others suffering from traumatic brain injury may benefit
from research conducted by two University of Montana faculty members through a new $300,000 grant
awarded by General Electric Co. and the National Football League.
GE and the NFL have announced 16
winners in the first stage of the $20 million Head Health Challenge. UM Research Assistant Professors Sarj
Patel and Tom Rau were among the challenge winners selected to speed diagnosis and improve treatment for
mild traumatic brain injury. Other projects were selected from both biotechnology companies and leading
research institutions, including Johns Hopkins Medical School; the University of California, San Francisco; and
Weill Cornell Medical College.
The goal of the Head Health Challenge is to improve the safety of athletes, members of the military and society
overall. Winners were selected from more than 400 entries from 27 countries, after having been reviewed and
nominated by a panel of leading health care experts in brain research, imaging technologies and advocates for
advances in brain research.
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GE and the NFL will provide mentorship, access to GE researchers and industry thought leaders, with the
opportunity to win an additional $500,000 award in 2015.
Patel and Rau conduct research at UM’s Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences in the
Skaggs School of Pharmacy. They are working to determine blood-based biomarkers that indicate how the
brain reacts following a traumatic brain injury. First phases of their research, which was funded by Missoula-
based Montana Neuroscience Institute and the state-based Montana Board of Research & Commercialization
Technology, have shown that TBI results in changes in how the brain operates and in levels of proteins and
ribonucleic acids. Identifying specific biomarkers will show how TBI changes the brain and could help doctors
with diagnosis and treatment.
“This award will allow us to immediately begin research to identify biomarkers of injury occurring in the brains
of athletes or military personnel,” Patel said. “We will collect blood samples from people who have suffered
from a traumatic brain injury to see if we can detect these molecules and ultimately determine how long it might
take for them to return to play or service.”
The researchers have a collaborative agreement with St. Patrick Hospital in Missoula to collect samples from
emergency room patients, and according to Patel, they are in early discussion with UM’s Department of
Athletics to see if UM athletes could be included in the research.
Rau said they already have worked with human samples in collaboration with Dr. Ann McKee, a professor at
Boston University and co-director of the Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy. Using samples
from BU’s human brain bank, which includes brains from deceased patients, they were able to identify similar
biomarkers of TBI based on their previous research with animals.
“That’s part of what got us the award,” Rau said. “We are far enough along with animals and with humans that
we could convince them this was a worthwhile venture.”
He said the research may help solve the
mystery of why a localized brain injury causes damage throughout the entire brain. Because proteins work in
the body as transporters and catalysts, a disruption in one area could cause farther-reaching problems.
 “The award highlights the talent of our young investigators,” said Richard Bridges, Regents Professor and
chair of UM’s Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences. “It points to how we’ve been building
momentum and critical mass in the study of traumatic brain injury and neuroscience.
“It also provides graduate and undergraduate students real-world experience in cutting-edge neuroscience
research, allowing them the opportunity to participate in the discovery process,” Bridges said. “It’s the most
important and exciting aspect of the sciences, and we need to deliver those experiences to our students.”
Launched in March 2013, the Head Health Challenge is part of the Head Health Initiative, a four-year, $60
million collaboration between GE and the NFL. The initiative includes a $40 million research and development
program from the NFL and GE to evaluate and develop next-generation imaging technologies to improve
diagnosis that would allow for targeting treatment therapy for patients with mild traumatic brain injury.
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For more information on the Head Health Challenge, visit http://www.ninesights.com/community/nfl-ge-grand-
challenge. For more information on the research happening at UM, call Patel at 406-243-5876 or email
sarjubhai.patel@umontana.edu, or call Rau at 406-529-7916 or email thomas.rau@umontana.edu.
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Contact: Sarj Patel, research assistant professor, UM Department of Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Sciences,
406-243-5876, sarjubhai.patel@umontana.edu; Tom Rau, research assistant professor, Department of
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January 22, 2014
MISSOULA – During February, the Mansfield Library at the University of Montana will feature an exhibit
celebrating African-American History Month, which focuses on the achievements of African-Americans and the
integral role they played in U.S. history.
Exhibit displays, located throughout the main
level of the library, will focus specifically on
the African-American history of Missoula and
UM.
The theme of the exhibit is the 1897 Great
Bicycle Ride of the 25th Infantry Bicycle
Corps from Missoula to St. Louis, which took
41 days and covered 1,900 miles. In 1974,
members of the UM Black Studies Program
re-created the ride.
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The Army’s 25th Infantry, a black regiment also known as the Buffalo Soldiers, was stationed at Fort Missoula
and their Bicycle Corps was the first of its kind in the country.
The exhibit will include displays on the 25th Infantry Bicycle Corps, the 1974 re-creation of the Great Bicycle
Ride, and the life of UM’s African-American students and faculty in 1974.
The exhibit is free and open to the public and available for viewing during normal library hours. For more
information visit http://libguides.lib.umt.edu/content.php?pid=301000 or call Assistant Professor and Librarian
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Pulitzer Prize Winner to Deliver Lecture at
UM on Famous Leaks, National Security
January 22, 2014
MISSOULA – The second half of the University of Montana’s 2013-14 President’s Lecture Series will kick off
with a lecture from prolific author, social critic and Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Chris Hedges. He will
analyze America’s national security state and the meaning of revelations by high-profile information leakers
including Julian Assange, Edward Snowden and Chelsea Manning – formerly Bradley Manning – for the future
of our democracy.
The lecture, titled “Julian Assange, Bradley Manning, PRISM, Edward Snowden and National Security,” will be
held at 8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 3, in the University Center Ballroom. Hedges also will deliver a seminar earlier the
same day, titled “The Death of the Liberal Class and the Crisis of the American Political System.” It will be held
from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 123. Both events are free and open to the public.
Hedges, a graduate of the Harvard Divinity School and a foreign correspondent for nearly two decades, has
written extensively about Latin America, Africa, the Middle East and the Balkans. His articles have appeared in
Foreign Affairs, Granta, The New Statesman, Harper’s, Mother Jones, The Nation, Adbusters and The New
York Review of Books.
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In 2002, he shared a Pulitzer Prize as part of the team of reporters at The New York Times that covered global
terrorism. He currently writes a weekly column for Truthdig.com and is a senior fellow at The Nation Institute in
New York City.
Hedges’ books have made him a leading social critic in America. His best-selling book “War is the Force that
Gives Us Meaning” draws on the many conflicts he covered as a journalist. It explores what war does to
societies and individuals. He examines faith and belief American-style in “Losing Moses on the Freeway: The
Ten Commandments in America,” “American Fascists: The Christian Right and the War on America,” and “I
Don’t Believe in Atheists.”
His most recent books include “The Death of the Liberal Class,” “Days of Destruction, Days of Revolt” and “The
World as It Is: Dispatches on the Myth of Human Progress,” which is a collection of Truthdig columns about the
most controversial issues of the day: America’s wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the American empire, the Middle
East and the crisis of the American political system.
The President’s Lecture Series at UM consists of 10 talks on vital topics by distinguished guest speakers
throughout the academic year. For more information on the series, visit http://umt.edu/president/events/lectures/
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Montana Businesses in MontanaPBS
Program
January 22, 2014
MISSOULA – Football helmet latches, devices for using electricity safely, GPS mapping software, an arrow
rest for archers, preserves from the Flathead Valley and weighted blankets that help children with autism are
the subjects of a University of Montana student-produced television program featuring Montana-based
businesses.
“Business: Made in Montana” profiles companies that create products in Big Sky Country and do business not
only around the state but also across the country and the world. The program, produced by UM School of
Journalism students, will premiere at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, on MontanaPBS. Repeat broadcasts are
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 9, and 5:30 a.m. Monday, Feb. 10.
The Montana businesses featured in the episode are:
Helmet Safety Latch: A Kalispell company works with a manufacturer in Polson to create a safer latch
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for football helmets.
Satic Inc.: This Missoula company produced energy-saving green products for the home and businesses.
onXmaps: This Missoula company helps outdoor enthusiasts determine their location by using digital GPS
maps on everyday devices. The company says they use today’s technology to improve customers’ hunting
experiences.
RipCord Arrow Rest: This Dillon-based company’s product helps hunters hold their arrows steady for
more accurate shots. The product is manufactured in Belgrade.
Eva Gates Homemade Preserves: This Bigfork company uses recipes that have been in the Gates
family for more than 60 years to create a historic taste of the Flathead Valley.
DreamCatcher Weighted Blanket: A Stevensville family inspired by their son’s autism creates weighted
blankets that act as a sensory calming product for adults and children. They are said to alleviate afflictions
that cause pain and anxiety.
Journalism students in the UM Department of Radio-TV produced the program during autumn semester 2013.
Senior journalism major Conor Ballantyne from Plains will host the program. “Business: Made in Montana” has
featured nearly 190 businesses during its 21-year run.
MontanaPBS is comprised of KUFM-TV in Missoula and KUSM-TV in Bozeman. It is a service of UM and
Montana State University.
For more information call Ray Ekness, professor in the UM School of Journalism Department of Radio-TV, at
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January 21, 2014
MISSOULA – Prospective students interested in learning more about the University of Montana are welcome to
attend a series of UM Days open houses during spring semester.
UM Days offers students and their families a unique opportunity to learn more about the University, explore
student services, dine at the Food Zoo, take campus tours and check out departments and residence halls.
UM Days will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 14, March 7, March 14, March 21 and April 25. The
events are free, but registration is required online at http://admissions.umt.edu/experience-um/schedule-a-visit.
For more information call Enrollment Services at 406-243-6266 or toll free at 800-462-8636.
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January 21, 2014
MISSOULA – Transfer Transition, an early registration day for students who plan to transfer to the University of
Montana for autumn semester 2014, will be held Monday, April 21.
All transfer students who have been admitted to UM for autumn semester prior to Friday, April 18, are welcome
to register.
During the daylong event, students will meet with academic advisers to develop schedules and register for
classes. Information also will be available about campus resources, on- and off-campus housing options and
the costs and payment options associated with attending the University.
For more information about Transfer Transition or to sign up for the event, visit
http://admissions.umt.edu/admissions/transfer/transfer-orientation or call UM Enrollment Services at 406-243-
6266 or 800-462-8636.
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January 21, 2014
MISSOULA – KBGA College Radio 89.9 FM at the University of Montana will host its annual Radiothon pledge
drive Sunday through Saturday, Feb. 9-15. The fundraiser aims to keep Missoula’s free-format radio on air.
Last year the station met its $16,000 goal and celebrated at Endofthon, the fundraiser after party at which
listeners and donors are acknowledged for their support.
This year, the station’s goal is to raise $20,000 to help fund new projects and programming at the station.
Fundraising incentives will feature brand-new KBGA merchandise, premiums from local Missoula businesses
and the KBGA staff will take on challenges to entertain and motivate listeners to get involved in the drive.
KBGA will celebrate the week of fundraising with the Endofthon benefit concert, which will take place from 9
p.m.to 2 a.m. Saturday, Feb.15, at the Roxy Theatre in downtown Missoula. The event will occupy all three
theaters simultaneously and highlight performances will be delivered by local acts such as Modality, Darshan
Pulse and Bat Honey puppeteers.
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January 16, 2014
MISSOULA – A new study conducted by the Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research and graduate
students from the University of Montana’s College of Forestry and Conservation found that multiday cyclists
spend $75 per day while in Montana and stay an average of eight or more nights. Forty-one percent of those
nights are spent in either hotels/motels or bed and breakfasts. The study was conducted in cooperation with
the Adventure Cycling Association, a national nonprofit headquartered in Missoula.
With the assistance of Adventure Cycling, ITRR surveyed more than 700 cyclists who traveled through the
state of Montana between 2011 and 2013 or acquired Montana bike maps. Seventy-three percent of the
sample reported traveling through Montana in the past three years on a cycle tour. Hailing from 48 states and
18 countries, the cyclists stated that Montana’s scenic views, local hospitality and diverse landscapes were the
most memorable experiences from traveling through the state.
“Beyond the beauty of the state,” one cyclist wrote, “it was the kindness of the people that over and over
impressed me with their support and interest in my journey.”
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Ninety-two percent of the cyclists are planning to take a multiday trip in the next three years.
“This study provides important information on the needs of multiday cyclists who travel in Montana,” said Jim
Sayer, executive director of Adventure Cycling. “The bike tourism market in the U.S. and globally is booming,
and ITRR’s study provides some excellent guidance on how Montana can capitalize on the state’s excellent
scenery and hospitality to become an even more popular cycling destination.”
Cyclists participated in many other activities while traveling in Montana. Forty percent of cyclists reported
visiting historical sites, 37 percent reported wildlife watching and 29 percent reported experiencing local
breweries. Furthermore, cyclists spent their time in small and large towns across the state. Communities
across Montana could capitalize on this emerging travel market by providing simple, affordable amenities that
cyclists desire such as available lodging, accessible dining and hot showers.
Twin Bridges is one town that has embraced cyclists by providing small, in-town bike camps which include
showers, restrooms, tables and a grill. The service is free of charge and encourages cyclists to visit local
businesses while staying in the town. Within four months of building the camp, donations collected onsite paid
for the town’s investment.
In this study, a number of cyclists did indicate areas of improvement for the state. Maintaining highways to
allow for bicycle travel, increased education on sharing the road and ensuring that rumble strips are designed
to accommodate bicycles were all noted as crucial aspects of the bicycle experience.
One cyclist noted, “More important than anything are road and riding conditions. I LOVE Montana, but frankly
many of the roads were terrible for cycling.” Montana is beloved by the majority of cyclists, but a statewide
effort to improve riding conditions and increasing amenities provided in towns would benefit cyclists, local
residents and businesses.
According to Norma Nickerson, ITRR director, “Multiday cycling has the potential to be a tourism niche for the
state of Montana which could be expanded into a statewide travel agenda. Many entrepreneurial business
opportunities could emerge, including bike retail and service shops, campground expansion for cyclists, bed
and breakfasts, more small-town breweries and maybe even the 10-year-old with lemonade stands along the
bike route.” 
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Lecture to Discuss Medical Overdiagnosis
Slated for Jan. 23 at UM
January 16, 2014
MISSOULA – WWAMI Medical Education Program Missoula and the University of Montana’s Family Medicine
Residency of Western Montana will host Dr. H. Gilbert Welch, general internist and professor of medicine at
Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy & Clinical Practice, on Thursday, Jan. 23, at UM.
Welch will deliver his lecture, “Overdiagnosed: Making People Sick in the Pursuit of Health” at 7 p.m. in James
E. Todd Building Room 210. The event is free and open to the public.    
During the past several decades, there has been a growing enthusiasm for early diagnosis, engaging many
physicians in a systematic search for abnormalities in people who are well. In this talk Welch exposes the
often-ignored harm of overdiagnosis. 
According to Welch, diagnoses of many conditions, including high blood pressure, osteoporosis, diabetes and
even cancer, have skyrocketed during the past few decades, yet many of the individuals given these diagnoses
are not destined to develop symptoms, or die, from their condition. 
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“Overdiagnosed patients cannot benefit from treatment since there is nothing to fix,” Welch said. “But they can
be harmed.”
For the past two decades, Welch’s research has focused on the problems created by medicine’s efforts to
detect disease early: Physicians test too often, treat too aggressively and tell too many people that they are
sick. Much of his work has focused on overdiagnosis in cancer screening, particularly with screening for
melanoma, thyroid, lung, breast and prostate cancer.
Welch wrote his first book, “Should I be Tested for Cancer? Maybe Not and Here's Why” while he was a
visiting scientist at the International Agency for Research on Cancer. It was listed by Malcolm Gladwell in The
Week as one of six best books. In 2011 he published his second book, “Overdiagnosed: Making People Sick in
the Pursuit of Health.”
For more information about the lecture, call Megan Twohig, WWAMI Missoula program coordinator, at 406-
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January 14, 2014
MISSOULA – The Western Montana Area Health Education Center will host Montana high school sophomores
and juniors interested in health care careers for MedStart, a one-week summer program slated for Saturday
through Friday, June 21-27, at the University of Montana.
MedStart activities will include job shadowing at local health care facilities; health science symposiums and
tours; animal organ dissections; guest speakers on many health care topics; a full day on the Salish Kootenai
College campus; as well as exposure to campus life and financial aid guidance. Many social events also will be
held.
Area Health Education Centers and MHA … An Association of Montana Healthcare Providers will select 138
students statewide based on their interest in pursuing a health care career after high school; minority or
economic status; coming from a rural or urban underserved community; and being the first in their family to
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attend college. Programs also will be hosted at campuses in Billings, Bozeman and Great Falls.
Applications are available now at http://www.wmtahec.org. Students can rank their choice of campus on their
application. MedStart will be hosted June 15-20 at the University of Great Falls/Great Falls College, July 13-18
at Montana State University-Billings, and Aug. 3-8 at Montana State University in Bozeman.
Missoula MedStart is made possible through the support of Western Montana hospital foundations, Montana
GEAR UP, Salish Kootenai College School of Nursing, PacificSource, and the faculty and staff of UM’s College
of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences.
For more information, call Western Montana AHEC K-12 Program Coordinator Martha Robertson at 406-243-
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January 14, 2014
MISSOULA – Missoula citizens, college students and National Service volunteers will bring the message of
Martin Luther King Jr. to hundreds of elementary school children in 30 classrooms as part of the Fourth Annual
MLK Read for Peace on Friday, Jan. 17.
MLK Read for Peace, a collaboration between Montana Campus Compact (MTCC) and local schools, with
support from the Corporation of National and Community Service, places volunteers in kindergarten through
third-grade classrooms to read and discuss an age-appropriate book about the life and work of King.
Volunteers then lead students through an activity – creating a drawing or a poem – which are displayed at the
Missoula Public Library downtown branch for the month of February.
“Dr. King inspired a nation to live up to its values and ideals, said Dean McGovern, MTCC executive director.
“This week we will see volunteers spark that inspiration in young grade school students.”
The event allows students to contemplate the ideas of peace, equality and social justice while enjoying a long
weekend in observation of King’s birthday on Monday, Jan. 20. Though King’s work is not a required part of
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the elementary curriculum in most places, many teachers choose to include MLK in their January coursework.
MLK Read for Peace is an event that helps area teachers engage students in learning about this iconic leader
of the American Civil Rights movement.
Last year during MLK Read for Peace in Missoula, 26 volunteers read to more than 600 students at seven
MCPS elementary schools. This year, the event has expanded to nine local elementary schools and nearly 800
students. Volunteers for this event include AmeriCorps VISTA members; Senior Corps volunteers from
Missoula Aging Services; University of Montana students, faculty and staff; community volunteers; and local
elected officials. This year marks the 28th observation of King’s birthday as a federal holiday.
For additional information or to learn about Read for Peace events in other parts of the state, call MTCC
AmeriCorps VISTA Program Manager Brian Christianson at 406-243-5177 or email
christianson@mtcompact.org.
The Montana Campus Compact works to improve communities and educate students for their civic and social
responsibilities. MTCC member campuses include Aaniiih Nakoda College, Blackfeet Community College,
Carroll College, Dawson Community College, Flathead Valley Community College, Fort Peck Community
College, Great Falls College Montana State University, Helena College UM, Little Big Horn College, Miles
Community College, Montana State University-Bozeman, MSU-Billings, MSU-Northern, Montana Tech of UM,
Rocky Mountain College, Salish Kootenai College, Stone Child College, UM in Missoula, UM Western and the
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MISSOULA – When University of Montana piano professors Steven Hesla and Christopher Hahn heard pianist
Spencer Myer play the headliner recital for the Montana State Music Teachers Association’s state conference
in November 2012, they knew they were hearing one of the nation’s top young musical artists.
“It was one of those ‘pin drop’ musical experiences,” Hesla said. “We simply knew we had to have him play
for our Missoula audiences.”
On Sunday, Feb. 9, Myer will perform during UM’s Celebrate Piano Series IV. The performance begins at 3
p.m. in the UM Music Recital Hall and tickets cost $20 for general public, $15 for seniors and $10 students.
Proceeds will help support the Keyboard Benefit Fund, which allows students to travel, compete, earn
scholarships and allow the School of Music to maintain and improve keyboard inventory. Tickets can be
purchased online at http://umt.edu/music/pianoseries, at the UMArts Box Office in the Performing Arts and
Radio/TV Center or by calling 406-243-4581. A master class will take place from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, in
the Music Recital Hall. It is free and open to the public.
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Hailed as “one of the most important American artists of his generation,” Myer graduated from the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music and the Juilliard School. He has been victorious at many important international piano
competitions, taking first place in the 10th UNISA International Piano Competition in Pretoria, South Africa, in
2004. That same year, Myer became a laureate of the Montreal International Piano Competition, and further
distinguished himself at the prestigious Busoni, Cleveland and William Kapell international piano competitions
in 2005 and 2007. He nailed the gold medal at the New Orleans International Piano Competition in 2008.
“These international piano competitions, renowned for their formidable requirements and world-class standards,
are undertaken by few, and won by even fewer,” Hahn said.
Myer’s friendly and engaging personality further endears him to musical audiences. “There is something
magical that happens when performers and audiences merge,” Hahn said, “And this is certainly the case when
Spencer Myer takes command of both the music and the instrument.”
Myer’s recital at UM’s School of Music will feature three sonatas by Domenico Scarlatti; Franz Schubert’s noble
“Sonata in A Major, D. 959;” Claude Debussy’s colorful “Images from Book II;” Aaron Copland’s “Piano
Variations;” and three pieces from William Bolcom’s cheeky ragtime suite, “Garden of Eden.”
The recital will pair world-class playing with the finest of compositions, and Myer will play the identical program
as the headliner recital at the National Conference of the 2014 Music Teachers National Association in Chicago
this March. For more information on Myer, visit http://www.spencermyer.com/.
It is fitting that an outstanding artist like Myer should take the stage at UM. The Keyboard Division of the
School of Music has a long history of excellence, punctuated by increasing acclaim in recent years. UM’s
popular “Pianissimo” concert was invited to perform in the Old Supreme Court Chamber in Helena in February
2013. UM’s Keyboard Society, an official student affiliate chapter of the MTNA, is comprised of more than 30
students majoring or minoring in piano. The MTNA Collegiate Chapter of the Year was awarded to UM’s
Keyboard Society at the National Conference in Albuquerque, N.M., in 2010. In 2013, “Pianissimo VI” was
featured at the Steinway Gallery in Spokane, Wash.
To learn more about the Celebrate Piano Series, call Hesla at 406-243-6055 or email
steven.hesla@umontana.edu.
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Computer Screens Out Loud
January 09, 2014
MISSOULA – The University of Montana has added new software that allows all students and employees to
have whatever is on a computer screen read to them out loud.
While the University’s purchase of Read&Write Gold is primarily directed toward students with barriers to print,
the unique attributes of this program bring added benefits to all users, said Timothy McHenry, assistive
technology coordinator with UM Disability Services for Students.
“Essentially, now all UM students, faculty and staff have access to a program that will read what is on the
computer screen to them out loud,” McHenry said. “It’s a great new tool in UM’s inventory of educational
support software.”
Read&Write Gold is a literacy-solution software contained in a customizable toolbar.  The toolbar works within
the framework of commonly used applications such as Word, Google Docs, standard Web browsers, email
programs and Adobe Reader.
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The software offers its users advanced dictionaries, spellchecking, word prediction and foreign-language
translation capabilities.
“It also is an excellent tool for our English-as-a-second-language students,” McHenry said. “The software also
can help with reading comprehension, document proofreading and act as a research aid, and it can help with
writing, studying and test-taking.”
Read&Write Gold is available now as a free download for all UM and Missoula College students, faculty and
staff. To download the program, visit http://umt.edu/it/support/accessibility/rwg.php.
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and Range Declining Worldwide
January 09, 2014
MISSOULA – New research co-written by University of Montana scientists finds steep declines in the
worldwide populations and habitat range of 31 large carnivore species. The analysis, published Jan. 9 in
Science, shows that 77 percent of the studied species – including tiger, lion, dingo and puma – are decreasing
in number.
Associate Professor of ungulate habitat Mark
Hebblewhite and John J. Craighead Chair
and Professor of Wildlife Conservation Joel
Berger, both of the UM College of Forestry
and Conservation, co-wrote the study with
scientists from Oregon State University, the
University of California, Yellowstone National
Park, University of Washington, Yale
University and researchers in Australia, Italy
and Sweden.
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The study shows that 17 of the species occupy less than half their normal habitat range. These changes have
serious environmental consequences, the authors argue.
Large carnivores are vulnerable to extinction because of their low population densities and their need to roam
widely to search for food. These animals are essential to the health of an ecosystem and also provide social
and economic benefits for humans.
“Ecosystems depend on large carnivores to control herbivores like deer and populations of smaller carnivores,”
Hebblewhite said. “We suggest that losing a population of large carnivore doesn’t just impact that species, but
an entire landscape.”
Further declines in the populations of these large carnivores will lead to changes in plant species diversity,
biomass and productivity. These vegetation changes will have a wide-ranging influence on other species.
Carnivore losses also will impact wildlife disease dynamics, wildfire and carbon sequestration.
Hebblewhite points to several success stories, like the reintroduction of gray wolves to Yellowstone National
Park, potential delisting of grizzly bears in the Northern Rockies and the Global Tiger Initiative, to demonstrate
that reintroducing and recovering carnivores has many benefits.
In Yellowstone National Park, the return of wolves has contributed to aspen and willow restoration, stabilized
carrion availability for scavengers like grizzly bears and magpies, and has increased carbon storage by
allowing plants to flourish.
But beyond the large carnivore conservation successes of the Northern Rockies, carnivore populations are
declining worldwide, especially in Asia and Africa. These declines are mostly due to habitat loss, overhunting
and trade of endangered wildlife parts.
 “We haven’t yet untangled all the ways in which these large carnivore population declines will play out in the
future – but we know they will have profound ecosystem impacts,” Berger said. 
Hebblewhite and Berger agree that lessons learned from carnivore reintroduction in the Northern Rockies can
serve as a model to the rest of the world. At UM, training international students in large carnivore conservation
is a key focus.
Wildlife biology doctoral student Tshering Tempa currently applies some of these advances in carnivore
science and conservation to Bengal tigers in his home country of Bhutan.
“Conservation has to be underpinned by sound science,” Tempa said. “In Bhutan, there is a real chance of
ensuring that large carnivores and their prey persist perpetually. I am applying the skills I have learned at UM
to contribute toward this.”
With looming threats to global distributions of large carnivores, Hebblewhite concludes that more science is
needed to better understand all the benefits of every large carnivore species, which human activities are most
in conflict with large carnivores, and what management activities will have the most impact on sustaining large
carnivore populations.
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January 08, 2014
MISSOULA – Missoula College University of Montana will begin offering a certificate in network and
information security during spring semester. The certificate proposal was reviewed at the Jan. 7 Board of
Regents meeting.
The new professional certificate is designed to prepare computer and networking professionals for a career in
the emerging field of computer security. It will provide experience in business continuity, computer system
design, risk assessment, mitigation techniques, contingency planning, data integrity, security investigation and
troubleshooting.
“Cybersecurity is a significant national and international issue, and this new certificate will provide our students
with the education, experience and technical skills to protect computer systems,” UM Provost Perry Brown said.
“This new certificate will help prepare graduates for work in Montana’s growing cyber industry.”
Students in the new program will apply security procedures used by IT professionals in computer forensics,
information assurance, cryptography, enterprise security, access control, network security, software
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development security and disaster recovery. The course will be offered entirely online.
“In addition, the Cyber Innovation Laboratory we are developing on campus will provide a training site for
certificate program participants, who will experience solving real-world cybersecurity problems,” Brown said.
The coursework will launch this spring with the first two courses, and the second two courses will be added in
the fall. The certificate consists of four classes delivered online totaling 16 credits. Administrators expect at
least 10 students will sign up for the initial program.
“We couldn’t be more excited for the launch of this new program,” said James Grunke, CEO of the Missoula
Economic Partnership. “This definitely will enhance Montana’s and Missoula’s growing technology sector and
provides vital connection between UM and Montana’s cyber businesses to grow our economy and provide
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January 07, 2014
MISSOULA – RightNow Technologies was founded in 1997 in a spare bedroom in Bozeman. By the time the
company was acquired by Oracle in 2012 for more than $1.8 billion, RightNow was Bozeman’s largest
commercial employer and the only publicly traded technology company in the state.
Greg Gianforte, founder of RightNow Technologies, will give a firsthand account of this Montana success story
at the 39th Annual Montana Economic Outlook Seminar, “Making Montana the First Best Place: How
Entrepreneurship is Creating High-Paying Jobs.”
This half-day seminar and luncheon will highlight economic trends for local, state and national economies. UM
Bureau of Business and Economic Research economists Patrick Barkey and Paul Polzin will present economic
forecasts for each seminar city, and industry experts will provide the outlook for Montana’s important sectors:
energy, nonresident travel, health care, agriculture, real estate, manufacturing and forest products.
The seminar runs from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will be held in nine Montana cities during January, February and
March. Registration costs $80, which includes a booklet, lunch and a one-year subscription to Montana
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Business Quarterly, BBER’s award-winning business journal. Continuing education credits are available, and
groups of five or more qualify for discounted registration.
The series begins in Helena on Tuesday, Jan. 28, at the Best Western Great Northern Hotel. Following is the
schedule for other seminar cities:
Great Falls – Wednesday, Jan. 29, Hilton Garden Inn
Missoula – Friday, Jan. 31, Hilton Garden Inn
Billings – Tuesday, Feb. 4, Crowne Plaza
Bozeman – Wednesday, Feb. 5, Best Western GranTree
Butte – Thursday, Feb. 6, La Quinta Inn
Kalispell – Friday, Feb. 14, Hilton Garden Inn
Lewistown – Tuesday, March 11, Central Montana Education Center
Havre – Wednesday, March 12, Montana State University-Northern, Hensler Auditorium.
RightNow has led to a new generation of Montana technology startups. It had more than 1,100 employees, with
half of them in Bozeman and more than 40 percent of those employees were graduates of the Montana
University System. Their average Montana wage was $86,000, more than double the state average.
The 2014 Montana Economic Outlook Seminars are sponsored by NorthWestern Energy, Benefis Health
System, Pacific Steel and Recycling and Montana Health CO-OP.
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January 07, 2014
MISSOULA – Barry Kenfield, former chief financial officer and chief operating officer of Missoula’s Community
Medical Center, recently accepted the position of COO of the Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana
and director of the Western Montana Area Health Education Center at the University of Montana.
The Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana,
sponsored by UM as part of the University of Washington
Family Medicine Residency Network, operates at Partnership
Health Center in Missoula. It is one of three residency
programs in Montana.
Ten new family physician residents now are training at
hospitals throughout western Montana. The program is
conducting interviews for 10 additional residents to join the
2013 inaugural residents. The program will expand to 30
residents in 2015.
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The Western Montana AHEC at UM is one of four regional
AHEC offices in Montana with a mission to enhance access
to quality health care, with a focus on primary and preventive
care. This mission is accomplished by improving the supply
and distribution of health care professionals through
community and academic educational partnerships.
Larry White has directed the Western Montana AHEC since it
began operations at UM in 2008. He looks forward to
retirement and handing the reins over to Kenfield.
“I have worked with Barry for more than 25 years, and I can’t think of a better person to turn these
responsibilities over to,” White said.
In his new position, Kenfield will have managerial and financial responsibility, as well as lead and direct all
business and operational activity for both organizations, in coordination with residency program director Dr.
Ned Vasquez.
“It has been a great pleasure to work with Barry as the residency’s financial mastermind to date,” Vasquez
said. “I’m looking forward to continuing to grow the program with Barry in the COO position.”
Kenfield has spent the past six years as a financial and health care consultant assisting rural critical access
hospitals and serving as interim CEO for East Adams Rural Hospital in Ritzville, Wash., Mineral Community
Hospital in Superior and Roundup Memorial Hospital. He also acted as interim VP of finance and support
services for Holy Rosary Healthcare in Miles City.
His financial consultant services have been invaluable to the Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana
since its inception in 2010.
Kenfield is a UM alum and has served on many local agency and foundation boards. He is a current
Community Medical Center board member and serves on the UM Foundation Excellence Fund Steering
Committee. He has been a member of the Healthcare Financial Management Association for 36 years and is
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past board president for the Montana chapter. He and his wife, Janis, reside in Missoula, where they enjoy golf
and attending Grizzly athletic activities.
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January 03, 2014
MISSOULA – Jay Owenhouse, “The Authentic Illusionist,” will bring his show “Dare to Believe” to the University
of Montana for two performances at 4 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25, in the
George and Jane Dennison Theatre.
Audiences not only will witness magic, but experience it. Participants will get sawed in half, disappear and
predict the future. The show also will feature two sister Bengal tigers, one white and one orange. In support of
these endangered species, proceeds from two levels of tickets will go to RareSpeciesFund.org to help save
tigers and cheetahs from extinction.
Tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 6, online at http://www.griztix.com, by phone at 406-243-4051 and
at all GrizTix outlets. Gold-level VIP tickets cost $53, which includes support for endangered species, premium
seating in the first three rows, souvenirs and a backstage meet and greet with Owenhouse and one of his tigers
before the show. Silver-level VIP tickets cost $39, which includes support for endangered species, preferred
seating in rows four through nine, souvenirs and an autograph line after the show. General admission tickets
cost $29.
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Owenhouse is back in the U.S. after touring in China and Japan, where his show won an award as the “Best
Touring Family Show in Asia.” He currently is working on a new TV show and can be seen on Fox’s “Magic on
the Edge” and in a TV special called “Masters of Illusion,” which profiles the best magicians in the world.
For more information call Adams Center Events and Promotions Coordinator Adrien Wingard at 406-243-5403
or email adrien.wingard@mso.umt.edu.
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